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Photocopy onto A3. How did Nanberry’s life change after the arrival of ‘white ghosts’ in 1788? 

Read the first paragraph of the Prologue  

NANBERRY (26 January, 1788) 

‘The harbour was emu-berry blue, the ripples 
playing with the sun. The breeze smelt of 
smoke and cooking fish. Nanberry waded in 
till the water tickled his waist, felt the sandy 
mud between his toes, then took a deep 
breath and dived down.’  

Draw the scene that was described.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Red the following paragraphs from  

NANBERRY Chapter 1(13 April, 1789) -          
approximately a year later 

‘The wind snickered between the trees like an old 
woman laughing. Nanberry drew closer to the fire as 
around him the shadows thickened into night. The girls 
and women sang as they hung today’s fish up on the 
lines to dry in the smoke.  

The white ghosts chopped down trees. They built big 
huts. They lived in them all year, until they stank. Their 
women didn’t know how to fish and when they 
gathered oysters they threw away the flesh and kept 
only the shells. ‘ 

Draw the scenes described in the two boxes 
below. 

 

 

 

 

 

Read the first paragraph of  

NANBERRY Chapter 24 Sydney Cove,              
18 February 1790 –                          

approximately another year later.  

‘Nanberry sat at the table, his elbows pressed 
politely close to his body, his freshly ironed 
shirt crisp and warm against skin. There were 
scrambled eggs and toast and honey for 
breakfast.’ 

Draw the scene described.  
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List the positive and negative effects of the arrival of the ‘white ghosts’ with supporting evidence from the novel ‘NANBERRY’ by Jackie French.  
Draw the diagram into your book and complete.  

 

The arrival of the ‘white 
ghosts’ 

+ 
• Sharing of knowledge of medicines                                                  

(Chapter 5 p.30 – ‘Arabanoo knew medicines too. When he’d had a 
touch of dysentery he had demanded the root of a particular fern. It 
had worked. White had tried the root on his own patients. It was 
better than any remedy from England.’) 

 

- 
• Fewer fish to catch                                                                                      

(Chapter 1 p.7- ‘There were fewer fish this year, now that the white ghosts 
hauled up so many in their nets.’)  


